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Keeping The Promise To Detroit Public Schools Students «
CBS Detroit

DETROIT (WWJ) - It’s a promise to students in the Detroit Public Schools: Stay in school, and we’ll
help you go to college.

Dr. Nat Pernick started the Detroit College Promise, which provides $500 scholarships for Detroit
students.

“We want to send the message that sudents, regardless of their financial means, can go to college if
they want to,”  Pernick said.

This is the fourth year of the program, which has registered more than 3,000 ninth grade students.
Last year, the Detroit College Promise awarded scholarships to 161 students, totalling $46,000.

“We also helped the students get other money.  In total, $1.4 million just for the first year of college,
besides the money we gave them,” Dr. Pernick said.

Pernick said the program is open to any student who lives in Detroit, goes to a Detroit high school
for four years, and wants to attend a Michigan college or university.

“When they register, they take a pledge to be the best student they can be. We think that helps
motivate them. We send them email newsletters and tell them about other scholarships and financial
help for college,” he said.

Students in kindergarten through ninth grade can register for the program. The registration deadline
for ninth graders is December 1.

For more information on the Detroit College Promise, visit www.detroitcollegepromise.com.
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